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Our Summer Camp season offers a very special pilot program coordinated by the 

Illowa Council on behalf of the Boy Scouts of America.  

First-time shooters and advanced marksmen will be challenged through an 

exciting array of target presentations.  
   

 

Is the program a success ?  Check out these results from last summer!  

 

What types of handguns are used ?  Ruger model 22/45, .22 caliber, semi -automatic handguns are used.  

 

How many shots do I get to take ?  Last year, 600 youth and adults sent over 38,000 rounds of ammunition 

òdown rangeó having fun at the pistol range.  (Thatõs an average of 63 shots per shooter!)  

 

Did it cost extra to shoot handguns ?  No.  As a pilot program, Camp Loud Thunder is offering this           

program at no additional cost to their campers.  (A special thanks to our many generous supporters.)  

 

Are there other opportunities to participate in shooting sports at camp ?  You bet!  The handgun program 

is run in addition to our rifle, shotgun and archery ranges.  Both the pistol and rifle ranges have lighting 

to allow evening programming until 9:00 P.M.!  

 

Is training required ?  Yes, all eligible Scouts and adults must attend an annual 30 -minute safety briefing 

while in camp to be able to participate.  Advanced classes offer the NRA FIRST Steps pistol training.  

 

Is it safe?  Yes.  Camp Loud Thunder utilizes adults that are BSA/NRA certified with supervision ratios that 

exceed recommendations.  Safety is our number one concern!  

 

Will there be room for my Troop ?  We hope so!  Camp attendance has jumped over the past few years 

because of all the innovative new programs we are offering.  Space is limited to ensure optimal merit 

badge class sizes, pool capacity and dining hall seating.  

The ONLY  camp in the Midwest approved for Boy Scouts to enjoy handgun marksmanship!  

For more information on eligibility, or to make a reservation for your Troop to attend Camp Loud Thunder,  

visit our website at www.illowabsa.org/Camping -Outdoors  or call the Program Department at (563) 388 -7233. 

BOY SCOUT Pistol Program  

 

http://www.illowabsa.org/Camping-Outdoors
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WHAT IS A COUNCIL? 

Geographically, the ILLOWA Council is composed of all five Districts spread over 13 counties in         
Iowa and Illinois.  The Council is a wholly-owned corporation owned by the local community and 
governed by an Executive Board of Directors who are all Scouting volunteers like yourself.      
Districts have full-time staff support in the form of a District Executive. The balance of the     
Council employees serve the Executive Board in organizing and overseeing the affairs of the   
Council. 

WHAT IS A DISTRICT? 

A Scouting District is the next level of Scouting   
organization above the Pack, Troop, Crew or Post 
level.  Every council is divided into geographical 
districts, and all units belong to only one district ð 
itôs all designed to help organize and serve                
Scouting units.  You can find your district generally 
on the map.  The district structure is designed to 
help and support Packs, Troops, Crews, and Posts 
in its area, and will have a chairman and a full  
committee of volunteers working to ensure that the 
best possible Scouting program reaches its district 
youth. 
 
The full district volunteer structure includes people 
helping with Membership, Finance, Program and 
Unit Service.  As volunteers become more familiar 
with their unit activities they frequently move up to 
one of the committees at the district level, using 
their experience to help others.   As you look 
throughout this Council Program Planning Guide, 
youôll see it contains a great deal of important     
information on programs, activities and training in 
three areas: the unit level, the district level and the 
full council level.  Youôll find volunteers at each of 
them who share your belief in Scouting.  You will 
also find that there is no shortage of programs,   
activities, training and Scouting fun to be had!    
 

THE ILLOWA SERVICE CENTER AND SCOUT SHOP 

The Service Center is located in Davenport, Iowa.  There is also a National Scout Shop in the same 
building, where you will find Scouting uniforms and a selection of equipment, as well as being the 
principal source for patches, awards, program supplies and training and advancement materials.  
The Service Center is where advancement forms are turned in and where you can register for 
Council and District events. Youôll always find a friendly smile and a helping hand about Scouting 
matters.   

ILLOWA COUNCIL WEBSITE ð www.illowabsa.org 
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LOUD THUNDER SCOUT RESERVATION 

Please note:   Camp Loud Thunder is an alcohol and tobacco-free environment. 

Located in heavily wooded terrain about a       
half-hour west of the Quad Cities, the Loud    
Thunder Scout Reservation offers a wide variety 
of outdoor adventures.  There is an extensive   
collection of short and moderate length hiking 
trails, including a section of the historic Sac-Fox 
Trail, as well as two lakes to enjoy while viewing 
the resident wildlife population. The camp's 250+ 
acres include 16 tenting campsites, each with its 
own distinctive feel - as well as washing facilities 
and a field latrine. There's even a handicapped- 
accessible campsite with concrete tent pads and 
paths, so virtually everyone can enjoy Loud   
Thunder's great atmosphere. And unit tent    
camping is FREE! 
 
The campôs buildings and shelters are truly       
impressive, including the dining hall that seats 
some 200 people at a time, an administration 
building for small meetings, and several covered 
outdoor program areas including the Handicraft 
Building.  There are three rustic cabins and the 
Dunkin Lodge available to rent for unit, district 
and council activities. 
  
There are also specialized activity areas for boating and canoeing, rifle and shotgun, astronomy, 
archery, COPE, geocaching and much more.  While some of these resources require access 
through a council program like Boy Scout Summer Camp or Cub Scout Resident Camp, many are 
readily available through completing the Property Usage Application.  Your unit can find lots to do 
at Loud Thunder using nothing more than your own resources ð and LTôs beautiful natural terrain!  
You are encouraged to use the Loud Thunder facilities. 

How to rent a facility at LT for unit use? 
 

1) Check the Camp Reservation Calendar  

 Å Calendar is located on the council website on the Camping-                    

 Outdoors page, Lodging-Facilities-Equipment 

 Å Please note units can make a reservation through August 1 of the 

 given year.  After August 1, reservations can be made through          

 August 1 of the following year.  This allows the council and districts 

 to have priority reservation status for their events and trainings.   

2)  Fill out a Property Usage Application 

 Å Form is located on the council website on the Camping-Outdoors 

 page 

3)  Submit Application and Fee to the Council Service Center 

 Å Fee chart is located on the council website on the Camping- 

 Outdoors page 

 Å Reservations are made on a first come/first served basis following 

 the above policy.  A reservation is only considered complete when 

 payment has been received. 



 6 

 


